long continued suppuration from the tympanum the membrane is of necessity perforated, and more frequently than not the aperture shows no tendency to close even after the discharge has ceased. The result is considerable impairment of hearing. Fortunately much benefit is to be derived from the use of an artificial membrane, or to speak more accurately, of some appliance which will take the place of the membrane in so far as it supports the auditory ossicles and transmits vibrations to them. The simplest, cheapest, and probably the best of these is a thin plug of 
